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A cornerstone of early 20th-century Synoptic Gospel criticism. Willoughby Charles Allen, a
distinguished Oxford scholar, approaches Matthew with a strict focus on the Two-Source
Hypothesis (the theory that Matthew and Luke independently drew from Mark and a lost
collection of Jesus' sayings known as Q). Rather than offering extensive homiletical
applications, Allen provides an intensely technical, word-by-word linguistic analysis of the Greek
text. He meticulously maps out how the author of Matthew edited, expanded, and adapted his
Markan source material to fit a distinct, Jewish-Christian theological framework. It remains a
foundational text for source-critical analysis.
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